Chapter IV

SCULPTURE OF EASTERN JAVA

The sculpture of Eastern Java may be studied separately
under the following heads,

1.   Narrative reliefs.

2.    Images of gods in the round.

3.    Other images in the round.

4.    Decorative work.

1,   Narrative reliefs.

The sculptured reliefs representing stories bear a decided
stamp of their own and form the most characteristic
distinguishing feature of the art of Eastern Java, The chief
peculiarities of the style are the following :

(a)    The human figures are coarsely executed.   They are
vulgar and ugly, and sometimes  queer and distorted like the
puppets of Wayang.

(b)    There is no idea of symmetery, rhythm, harmony,
or perspective in the composition or grouping, the   figures
being arranged in a line with trees or other objects interspersed
between them.

(c)    The figures,   lifeless   and   devoid   of   expression,
usually look like* silhouettes.

(d)   Exuberance of decorative ornaments such as trees,
scrolls, and spirals, generally regarded as cloud-lines.

(e)   The busts are always shown in their frontal aspect,
even though the head or legs, or both, axe turned sideways.

(f)   The figures are carved in low relief.

These characteristics are illustrated by the well-known
reliefs of Ca^i Jago (PL XLI, Kg. 1) and Cap<Ji